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In addition to channel catfish and w
alleye, the Pratt

H
atchery also propagates other fish. Sauger and saug-

eye fry are usually obtained from
 the M

ilford H
atchery

and raised to fingerling size in the Pratt ponds. W
iper

fry obtained from
 other state agencies are raised and

stocked in m
uch the sam

e m
anner. L

argem
outh bass fry

from
 the M

eade H
atchery are also brought to Pratt and

reared to fingerling size.
A

 popular panfish, the bluegill is also raised at the
Pratt H

atchery. B
luegill naturally reproduce in brood

ponds, and w
hen fry are hatched —

 as m
any as 1 m

il-
lion in a single pond —

 they are m
oved to rearing ponds

w
here they can grow

 to larger size.
U

pon special request from
 field biologists, the Pratt

H
atchery is also capable of rearing black crappie, w

hite
crappie, and northern pike.

Sportfish are not the only species raised at the Pratt
H

atchery. G
oldfish, K

oi and fathead m
innow

s are m
ain-

tained as forage species for use throughout W
ildlife and

Parks’ hatchery system
. T

he fry of w
hite am

ur, com
-

m
only called grass carp, are obtained from

 other states
and raised in the Pratt ponds, w

here they are also used
to control vegetation. E

ach year, the hatchery fills w
hite

am
ur requests from

 state and city lakes as an alternative
to chem

ical control of aquatic w
eeds.
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he Pratt H
atchery is open to the public, and tours are

conducted 
by 

prior 
arrangem

ent. 
T

he 
peak 

of 
Fish

H
ouse activity occurs in A

pril, during w
alleye produc-

tion, and June, w
hen channel catfish propagation is in

full sw
ing. For m

ore inform
ation, phone (316) 672-

5911, 
E

xt. 
149, 

or 
w

rite 
the 

P
ratt 

H
atchery 

or
O

perations 
O

ffice 
of 

the 
K

ansas 
D

epartm
ent 

of
W

ildlife, Parks and Tourism
, 512 SE

 25th A
ve., Pratt,

K
S 67124.
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nother popular K
ansas sportfish is the w

alleye.
W

alleye spaw
n in K

ansas in M
arch and A

pril w
hen

w
ater tem

peratures reach 45 to 50 degrees. B
ecause

few
er than 20 percent of the eggs norm

ally hatch in the
w

ild, artificial spaw
ning and hatching are w

idely prac-
ticed 

to 
increase 

the 
egg 

survival 
rates. 

A
rtificial

spaw
ning in K

ansas is tim
ed to coincide w

ith this natu-
ral spaw

n.
In the state’s larger reservoirs, field biologists collect

w
alleye eggs from

 fem
ale fish and m

ilt from
 the m

ales,
then ship carefully-m

ixed bags of fertilized eggs to the
hatchery, w

here w
ater is added to each bag. T

his allow
s

the eggs to gradually w
arm

 up to the tem
perature of the

hatchery w
ater, norm

ally about 60 degrees. T
he eggs

are then placed into specially designed hatching jars.
W

ater is piped dow
n the center of these jars then

flow
s up from

 the bottom
. T

his action, com
bined w

ith
a clay treatm

ent applied in the field, keeps the eggs in
suspension and prevents clum

ping.
H

atchery biologists m
onitor the eggs closely as incu-

bation advances. W
ater flow

s are checked to ensure con-
stant but controlled m

ovem
ent. W

ater tem
peratures and

oxygen content are also routinely checked. D
ead eggs

rise to the top of the jars and are siphoned off each day. 
A

t 60 degrees, hatching generally occurs on the eighth
or ninth day of incubation. A

s the fry break out of their
egg cases, they sw

im
 and are carried upw

ard by the
w

ater into large circular holding tanks w
here they are

held for tw
o to four days. T

hen, they are ready for stock-
ing. Som

e fry are stocked in hatchery ponds to be raised
to fingerling size and stocked later in the sum

m
er.
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le to
 all in

d
ivid

u
als w

ith
o

u
t reg

ard
 to

race, co
lo

r, n
atio

n
al o

rig
in

, sex, ag
e, d

isab
ility, sexu

al o
rien

tatio
n

,
g

en
d

er id
en

tity, p
o

litical affiliatio
n

, an
d

 m
ilitary o

r veteran
 statu

s.
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p
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he m
ost popular fish in K

ansas is the channel cat-
fish, and channel cats  from

 the Pratt hatchery are
stocked all over the state. H

atching m
ethods used today

w
ere developed here m

ore than 60 years ago by Seth
W

ay, a long-tim
e hatchery superintendent.

A
s w

ater tem
peratures approach 70 degrees, culture

biologists place spaw
ning cans in the brood ponds. T

he
m

ale catfish cleans and readies the nest w
ith its tail and

fins; then the fem
ale lays her eggs, and the m

ale fertil-
izes and guards them

. D
uring the spaw

ning season, biol-
ogists check the nests tw

ice a w
eek. W

hen eggs are
found, they are rem

oved and taken to the Fish H
ouse

and placed in hatching troughs w
here they rem

ain for
the next six to seven days.

A
fter the eggs have hatched, the fry are rem

oved from
the hatching troughs and placed in rearing troughs for 8
days. B

etw
een 75,000 and 100,000 fry per acre are then

placed in rearing ponds.
In the fall, ponds are drained, and the fingerlings are

used to fill stocking requests throughout K
ansas. Som

e
w

ill also be kept and fed through  w
inter and stocked the

next sum
m

er as interm
ediate-sized fish.
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T
he K

ansas fish culture system
 began in earnest on

M
arch 13, 1903, w

hen the K
ansas L

egislature approved
establishm

ent of a state fish hatchery. A
uthority w

as
given to the governor and the state fish w

arden, D
.W

.
T

ravis, to “L
ocate and establish a fish hatchery at som

e
place that is w

ell adapted to the propagation of fish.”
O

n June 30, 1903, Pratt C
ounty donated 12 acres of

land for a fish hatchery tw
o m

iles east and one m
ile

south of Pratt. In 1905, three additional acres w
ere

donated, and the legislature appropriated $8,400 for the
hatchery. A

t that tim
e, the hatchery building w

as con-
structed, and the hatchery consisted of seven ponds.

T
he hatchery w

as expanded alm
ost to its present con-

figuration in 1912 and 1913 w
ith the construction of a

new
 headquarters office, num

erous operational build-
ings, and 83 additional one-acre fish production ponds.
A

t that tim
e, it w

as the largest fish hatchery in the
U

nited States.
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T
oday, 

the 
D

epartm
ent 

of 
W

ildlife, 
P

arks 
and

Tourism
 O

perations O
ffice and W

ildlife M
useum

 share
the grounds w

ith the hatchery, and m
any visitors tour

the facilities each year.
If the body of the hatchery consists of the ponds

w
here fish are raised, the H

atchery B
uilding is its heart.

N
icknam

ed the “Fish H
ouse,” this is w

here fry are arti-
ficially hatched, treated for disease, and readied for
stocking or rearing ponds.

Presently, the hatchery grounds consist of 87 culture
ponds and tw

o concrete racew
ays. T

he prim
ary w

ater
supply for the hatchery  is a  shallow

 five-acre  reservoir
on the N

innescah R
iver at the east edge of Pratt’s

L
em

on Park. W
ith the supplem

ental help of tw
o w

ells,
the hatchery is capable of running 3,000 gallons of
w

ater 
per 

m
inute 

through 
the 

gravity-flow
 

system
.

W
ater 

flow
s 

continuously 
through 

the 
hatchery 

and
back into the N

innescah, giving the facility  high-quali-
ty w

ater.
Fish species raised at the Pratt H

atchery include w
all-

eye, 
w

iper 
(w

hite 
bass/striped 

bass 
hybrid), 

sauger,
saugeye (w

alleye/sauger hybrid), large- m
outh bass,

channel catfish, and bluegill. B
rood fish and forage fish

are m
aintained in the ponds.


